Broughton St Mary’s Parish Church

Serving the Community

Last year the Health and Social Care Department of
the City of Edinburgh Council approached the Church
with an imminent problem. The social workers at
Bonnington Resource Centre are in need of local
accommodation from which to provide facilities for
some of their service users.

Bonnington Resource Centre provides a place for
adults with learning difficulties and disabilities to
meet at the start and end of each day, to be
supported by staff and encouraged in their daily
activities. The City Council would like this support to
be provided locally so that service users are more a
part of the community in which they live.

The staff approached the minister to request space
within our premises for approximately 12 service
users who live within the Broughton and Bellevue
area. The staff at Bonnington Resource Centre were
delighted to see the plans we had to improve our
building and felt they would be of huge benefit to
them.




Serving the Community (cont’d)

When the proposal was presented to the Kirk Session
there was great enthusiasm for this potential
daytime use of the building. Through this facility we
will be able to use our building to benefit some of the
most vulnerable members of our parish.

As well as ensuring the use of our premises and
providing a modest income, the involvement of the
service users with other groups run by the church
may help them to become better integrated in the
community. It may also be the case that the service
users, many of whom do voluntary work in the area,
could find opportunities to become involved in
Church projects or events.

We are encouraged that this potential use for our
building allows us to realise the aims of the Inside
Out project. It will enable us to meet the needs of
our community by acting as Christ’s disciples within
the parish. We are therefore very excited at the
prospect of this potential partnership and look
forward to how discussions develop.

Key Contacts

If you have questions about our development
programme, please contact:

¢ Joanne Hood, Minister, 556 7313

e Brian Duffin, Appeal Team, 467 1221

e Dick Smith, Project Management Group,
556 4743

Feel free to request information on any aspect of the
programme.

A Parish Church - Seeking to Serve

‘love your neighbour as yourself...do this and you will live’.

Luke 10:27,28




